Eli Gonzalez, a saxophonist pursuing a Jazz Performance Degree at Northern Kentucky University. Originally, Eli is from a small town in Kentucky, known as Paducah. At the age of twelve, he began playing saxophone. 

Mr. Gonzalez received many awards in high school such as being named the top saxophone player in the McCracken County School District (district 1 in Kentucky). He was awarded the highest level interscholastic award given to a musician, the Louis Armstrong Award. This award is given to recognize outstanding musical achievement and incredible dedication to the program from a student and this student was Mr. Gonzalez. He also attended a program at the University of Louisville at the age of sixteen, this allowed him to travel to Europe and perform classical music for the people of Europe. 

Eli, continuing his journey to master the ways of the saxophone, has been studying for the past four years under the wing of William Brian Hogg, the Director of Jazz studies and Saxophone professor at Northern Kentucky University. In his years at Northern, he was placed in the Intercollegiate Jazz Band two years in a row (2017&2018). Being at Northern, Eli has had some amazing opportunities to play with some well known cats in the Jazz scene. This includes Darmon Meader (Jazz Vocalist), Rufus Reid (Bassist), Tim Hagans (Trumpeter), and last, but not least Brad Goode (Trumpeter). Eli can’t believe he has had the opportunity to play with such amazing musicians and is grateful for his Professor, Brian Hogg, for always getting great musicians to come and share their knowledge with him and the other students in the program. Eli doesn’t only play with the big cats once in a blue moon, but he also consistently gigs around the Tri-State area. He plays with Mickey James and the Queen City Crew (tenor), Nasty Nati Brass Band (alto), La Formula (bari), C-RAS (tenor), The Company (alto), and now he is a brand new member of the hot horns (alto). The groups all range from Dixieland, to Jazz, Swing, Latin American, R&B, and top 40. 

Eli Gonzalez is an Alpha Tau Omega Alumni. He dedicated a lot of time to his brothers and fraternity in college even with the full load from being in music school. Eli says he is very grateful for all his brothers and that they were always there to go fishing, play basketball or just hang out and relax when he needed a break from school. As you can see, Eli is a very dedicated person and takes everything he does seriously. Eli is super excited to be a new member of the Hot Horns and can’t wait to go on tour with them. Eli said “I am really happy I am getting the opportunity to play with some really great musicians, who happen to be great people as well. I can’t wait to learn from them and grow as musician while playing with these guys.”

